Extract 1

This is a transcript of an interview with George W. Bush on Irish TV channel RTE One from 2006. The interviewer questions him about the war in Iraq and the mistreatment of Iraqi prisoners by American soldiers in Abu Ghraib Prison.
I: [Female. Irish Accent]: no doubt you will be welcomed by our political leaders (.) unfortunately the majority of our public (.) do not welcome your visit because they’re angry over Iraq (.) they’re angry over Abu Ghraib (.) are you bothered by what the Irish people think

B: [American accent] listen (.) I-I-I-I-I hope the Irish people will understand the great values of our country (.) and if they think that a few soldiers represent the entirety of the America they don’t really understand America then (2) there’s bin great ties between Ireland and America (.) and (.) er (.) gotta lotta Irish Americans here that are very (.) proud of their heritage in this country (.) ere (.) but er (.) y’know er (.) they must not understand if they’re angry over Abu Ghraib if this is what America represents (.) they don’t understand our country (.) we don’t represent that (.) we’re a strong country (.) we’ll defend ourselves but we help people and we we’ve helped the Irish and will continue to do so (.) gotta good relationship with Ireland.
I: and they’re angry over Iraq aswell and particularly the continuing death toll there

B:



well







well I-I can understand that (.) people don’t like war but what they should be angry about is the fact that there is a brutal dictator there that had (.) destroyed lives and put em in mass graves and had torture rooms (.) listen (.) I-I wish they could have seen the seven men that came to see me in the oval office (.) they had their right hands cut off by Saddam Hussein because the currency had been devalued when he was the leader (.) and guess what happened (.) and American saw the fact that they had bin had their hands cut off and crosses (.) or exes carved in their forehead and he flew em to America and they came to ma office with a new hand (.) grateful for the generosity of America and and and and with Saddam Hussein’s brutality in their mind (.) now then look (.) Saddam Hussein had weapons (.) used weapons of mass destruction against his own people (.) against the neighbourhood (.) he was a (.) brutal (.) dictator who posed a threat (.) such a threat that the united nations voted unanimously to say 

Mr Saddam Hussein…
I: Indeed Mr President but you didn’t find the weapons of mass…

B: 




Le me (.) Let me finish (.) May I finish (2) He said (.) The United Nations said (.) disarm or face serious consequences (.) and that’s what The United Nations said (.) and guess what (.) he didn’t disarm (.) he didn’t disclose his arms (.) and therefore he faced serious consequences.

