Extract 3
This is a transcript of an interview with George W. Bush on Irish TV channel RTE One from 2006. The interviewer is female and has an Irish accent. Bush has a southern American accent. 

The interviewer has questioned him about the war in Iraq, the abuse of Iraqi prisoners in Abu Ghraib and now moves onto the subject of religion and his upcoming meeting with Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahern.
I: Mr President (.) you are a man who has a great faith in God (.) I’ve heard you say many times that eh you strive to serve somebody greater than yourself…
B:         …right

I:                     …d’you believe that the hand of God is is guiding you in this war on terror

B:     I-I think (.) listen I-I think that God (.) that my relationship with God (.) is a very personal  relationship (.) and I turn to the good Lord for strength (.) and I-I turn to the good Lord for guidance (.) I turn to the good Lord for forgiveness (.) but but but but the God I know is not one that er er that er the God I know is one that that that promotes peace and freedom and er but I get great sustenance
 from my personal relationship and that duden’t make me think that I’m a better person than you are by the way  ‘cause one of the great admonitions
 in the good book 
is don’t try to take a speck out of your eye if I gotta log in ma own
I: You’re gonna meet Bertie Ahern 
when you arrive in Shannon Airport tomorrow

B:








        yes

I: I guess he went out on a limb for you 
presumably because of the great friendship between our two countries (.) can you look him in the eye when you get there and say (.) it will be worth it (.) it will all work out…

B:




       …absolutely (.) I wouldn’t be doing this (.) I wouldna made the decisions I did if I didn’t think the world would be better (.) of course (.) but I’m not gonna put people in harm’s way (.) our young (.) if I didn’t think the world would be better

I:



 Why is it that

B:


                    Let me let me let me let me finish (.) and so yes I can turn to my friend Bertie Ahern (.) and say (.) thank you (.) thanks for helping and (.) er (.) I appreciate it very much

� Sustenance=a source of nutrients to nourish the body


� Admonitions=warnings


� The good book=The Bible


� Bertie Ahern=Irish Prime Minister  from 1997-2008. 


� Ireland was publically against the invasion of Iraq but Ahern caused controversy and became very unpopular by letting American airplanes refuel in Ireland on the way to Iraq.





