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How to do decimal places: 
· When the next number is 5 or more when we are rounding, we round up. 
· If the next number is 4 or less when we are rounding, we round down. 
Write 5.6366 to: a) 1 d.p and b) 2 d.p. 
Answer: 	a) 5.6 (3 below 4 so we round down) 
b) 5.64 (6 is above 5 so we round up) 
Question practice:
	Number
	Whole No.
	1 d.p.
	2 d.p
	3 d.p

	25.6456
	
	
	
	

	2.98750
	
	
	
	

	3.24500
	
	
	
	

	0.34738
	
	
	
	

	0.01592
	
	
	
	


How to do significant figures:
· Significant figures are defined as the ones that contribute to the precision of the number
· E.g. 5600 means precision is only to the nearest hundred and the number to the nearest hundred. 
· However 5600.00 is very precise because it means the measurement is exactly 5600 with no rounding. 
These are the rules you will need to know when using significant figures: 
1. All none 0 digits are significant, e.g. 78 has 2 sig figs, 9.543 has 4, 340 has 2. 
2. Intermediate 0s are significant, e.g. 706 has 3 sig figs, 5.90076 has 6.
3. Leading 0s are not significant, e.g. 0.00567 has 3 sig figs.
4. 0 at the end of numbers containing decimal places are significant, e.g. 45.60 has 4 sig figs, 340.00 has 5. 
5. In standard form, only the significant figures are written as digits, e.g. 5.600 x 103 has 4 sigs fig because we ignore the 103.
6. Rounding rules apply as usual. 
7. In tabulated data, each column must have the same number of decimal places and/or significant figures. 
8. If data have different numbers of sig figs, your final answer should be to the same number of sig figs as the least number of sig figs in the raw data used in the calculation. e.g. for 120 x 64, 7700 (2 sig figs) is a suitable answer because all the raw data is to 2 sig figs. 
9. In some cases it is acceptable to use one more sig fig in the calculated value 
e.g. when finding the mean of 65 and 64, it would be more sensible to give the result which to 3 sig figs, i.e. 64.5 (therefore showing it is between both raw numbers).

Question practice:
	Number
	How many Sig fig?
	
	Number
	2 sig fig
	3 sig fig

	25.6456
	
	
	25.6456
	
	

	2.980
	
	
	3.2045
	
	

	3.2045 x 1010
	
	
	2.6078
	
	

	0.0034
	
	
	42.800
	
	

	650 x 1016
	
	
	0.0152
	
	

	7005
	
	
	25.6456 x 1012
	
	

	0.0250
	
	
	3.2045 x 103
	
	



1. Calculate the mean for the following results: 3.25, 3.19, 3.20. 
2. Calculate the mean for the following results: 3.2, 3.194, 3.21. 



















 
