WJEC Eduqas - GCSE English Language  -Component 2
ASSESSMENT SUMMARY
	Component 2: 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction Reading and Transactional/Persuasive Writing
Written examination: 2 hours
60% of qualification

	 
Section A (30%) – Reading 
Two extracts (about 900-1200 words in total) of high-quality non-fiction writing from the nineteenth and twenty-first centuries
Total marks = 40
Section B (30%) – Writing
Two compulsory transactional/persuasive writing tasks
Total marks = 40


COMPONENT 2
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES – READING
· Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and idea  (assessed in Question 1 and 3)
· Select and synthesise evidence from different texts    (assessed in Question 5)
AO2 	Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views 	(assessed in Question 2 )
AO3 	Compare writers' ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts 
	(assessed in Question 6)
AO4 	Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references
 	(assessed in Question 5)
             Each Reading question targets ONE assessment objective.	
Component 2 Example Question Stems
AO1: Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas
Give one example…
List …
How many…
Give two details…
What is meant by…
AO1: Select and synthesise evidence from different texts
According to both writers…
Using information from both texts…
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views 	
How does the writer of the article/letter/report etc…show…?
How does the writer present…?
How does the writer try to show …
AO3: Compare writers' ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts 
Compare:
What the writers say about…
How the writers get across…
The writers’ attitudes towards/views on…
AO4: Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references
Statement/Viewpoint/Quote followed by:
 How far do you agree with this view?
 To what extent do you agree with this view?
How successfully/effectively does the writer…?
What do you think and feel about…?
Question 1.2 
How does Mark Binelli's article try to show that prisoners in Florence live in extremely 'harsh conditions'?
   You should comment on:
· what he says
· his use of language, tone and structure			[10]
Question 1.4
What do you think and feel about Dickens' views about solitary confinement as a punishment and the way he expresses these views?											
You should comment on:
· what he says   
· how he says it								                             [10]			
Question 1.6 
 Both of these texts are about solitary confinement in prisons.
 Compare:
· what the writers say about the effects of solitary confinement on prisoners  
· how the writers get across the effects of solitary confinement in prisons 
                                                                                                                  
You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are referring to.					                          								[10]
Component 2 Reading:
Principal Examiner’s Key Messages 
General points:
· read the instructions at the start of each question carefully to avoid answering on the wrong text! 
· don’t lose easy marks in Q 1.1 by not reading the question properly
· remember the mark tariff per question and plan time accordingly e.g. synthesis question is worth 4 marks and should be dealt with fairly quickly
· keep the focus of the question firmly in mind
· support points with appropriate evidence
· consider the effects of authorial method, language and structure in Q1.2 and use relevant terminology
When AO4 is assessed: 
· track text carefully
· give opinions based on the question asked and the specific focus given
· show understanding of the writer’s views 
· support opinions with appropriate textual evidence
· evaluate authorial method and how these methods have shaped opinions/reactions
When AO3 is assessed: 
· identify the focus of the question and only make points linked to it
· support points with appropriate textual evidence
· always make it clear which text you are referring to 
· remember that the instruction is to compare – consider both texts
· comment on content and authorial method for higher bands
· connectives can be useful to help shape the response but key is to make points clear and relevant
Section B:
Transactional/Persuasive Writing
COMPONENT 2
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES - WRITING
WRITING (50% of the overall qualification) 	
AO5 	Communicate clearly, effectively, and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences;
Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts.
	
AO6 	Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. (This requirement must constitute 20% of the marks for each specification as a whole.) 	

· two compulsory questions
· for each question, 12 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 8 marks are awarded for vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation
· audience, purpose and format will be made clear in the question
Question 2.2
 
This is part of a letter that appeared in a newspaper:
 
'I can't understand why we have pets.  They can be expensive to look after, they take up lots of time, children want them then get bored of them, yet if you dare to say you would never have a pet, people think you are strange.  I would never have one.'
 
Write a letter to the newspaper giving your views on this subject.             [20]
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Principal Examiner’s Key Messages - Writing Responses
· split time equally between the two tasks
· aim for 300-400 words per task
· address the audience and purpose given in the task
· adopt an appropriate tone for the task 
· practise writing in different formats e.g. letter (formal and informal), articles, reports, talks etc…
· format letters appropriately and include a suitable greeting and sign off
· spend time checking basic punctuation
· take time to plan and structure responses
· depth and detail will help to develop convincing responses

