BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care 
Unit 7 Assignment
Sociological Perspectives for Health and Social Care.

Task 1 (P1/P2/M1) 

P1 Explain the principal sociological perspectives  

Hand-in date: 9th Oct 2020
On a word document, produce a teaching document that explains the main sociological theories. You need to include perspectives such as Functionalism, Marxism and Feminism approaches. 

P2 Explain different sociological approaches to health and ill health
Hand-in date: 9th Oct 2020
Continue with this document and explain different sociological approaches to health and ill health. You need to demonstrate an understanding of concepts used by the main perspectives and the arguments they put forward to explain different patterns of health and illness in social groups.
M1 Assess the biomedical and socio-medical models of health
Hand-in date: 9th Oct 2020
To complete this document you need to assess the biomedical and socio-medical models of health. 
Task 2 (P3/M2/D1) 
P3: Explain patterns and trends in health and illness among different social groupings.
M2: Use different sociological perspectives to discuss patterns and trends of health and illness in two different social groups.
D1: Evaluate different sociological explanations for patterns and

trends of health and illness in two different social groups.
This task requires you to carry out your own sociological research and present your findings.  Consider the following information.

 [image: image1.emf]
This task is about inequalities in health due to social demographics.  Before you begin this task, you need to choose three from the different social groups:

1. Gender

· Men

· Women

2. Age
· Children under 8

· Young people aged between 16-24

· Elderly people over 65

3. Ethnic Minorities living in the UK
· Any of your choice

4. Socio-economic status
· Working class people living in socially deprived areas

· Middle class people living in privileged areas

You then need to carry out research into different illness and diseases that affect the three social groups you have decided to focus on. 
P3: Hand-in date: 20th Nov 2020
Produce a power point presentation that explains trends and patterns in health and illness for different social groupings.  You may want to consider the following when producing your presentation: 

· What social group you are looking at and what the disease or illness is.
· The various measurements of health (incidence rates, mortality rates etc.). 
· Why you think that particular group might be affected by that specific illness/disease. For example, you may find high statistics of STIs in young men and you could argue that this is due to their lifestyle choices and drinking habits.
· Incorporate sociological explanations such as Artefact, Natural/Social Selection, Cultural/Behaviourist and Materialist/Structuralist where applicable and appropriate to further explain why you think this group is particularly affected by this disease.
· The health care services that are available to meet their needs.
· How these services are advertised and the health promotion information that is available (leaflets etc.).
· Recommendations to improve health care services. 
[IE3, IE4, CT4; SM3]
M2: Hand-in date: 20th Nov 2020
On the same document, use different sociological perspectives to discuss the trends and patterns you have found for two of your social groups.  
For example, if you have chosen women – how might the Feminist perspective explain why this disease affects them? What Feminist theory in particular is appropriate and why? You can also consider other perspectives such as Marxism, Functionalism, and Interactionism etc.

D1: Hand-in date: 20th Nov 2020
Now evaluate the different sociological explanations for patterns and trends of health and illness in your social groups. This should focus on the sociological explanation you used to explain the reasons why certain social groups are more affected by ill health. For example, the Artefact or Natural/Social Selection explanation. You will need further research.
You need to criticise the explanations you have included throughout your presentation. For example, if you have claimed people from poorer backgrounds experience more obesity because of poor diet and lack of exercise (as eating healthy and gym membership are too expensive for example), using the Cultural/Behavioural explanation – is there sufficient enough evidence to suggest that people from more privileged areas enjoy a better quality of life? Are they more physically fit? Do they enjoy a happier well-being? 
Context


Sociology is the study of society. Many sociologists disagree about how society operates and which social groups have more ideological control over other social groups. Moreover, plays an extensive part in the study of Health & Well-being.


This task requires you to explore the different theoretical approaches to understanding these themes and the various perspectives of concepts relating to health and social care. A local Health Centre has asked the H&SC department at College to produce a report for new staff in relation to various Sociological perspectives that relate to a variety of health issues.   











